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The International Indigenous Peoples Forum on Climate Change (IIPFCC) 

welcomes the opportunity to submit its proposals relating to paragraph 135 of the 

Paris decision, which provides as follows:  

135. Recognizes the need to strengthen knowledge, technologies, 

practices and efforts of local communities and Indigenous Peoples 

related to addressing and responding to climate change, and 

establishes a platform for the exchange of experiences and sharing 

of best practices on mitigation and adaptation in a holistic and 

integrated manner. 

This paragraph has two parts, the first being the need  to “strengthen 

knowledge, technologies, practices and efforts of Indigenous Peoples. 

This will require broad based support to Indigenous Peoples. The second 

part of the paragraph calls for the establishment of a platform for 

Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge. 

Article 7, Paragraph 5 of the Paris Agreement provides:  .   

Parties acknowledge that adaptation action should…be based on 

and guided by the best available science and, as appropriate, 

traditional knowledge, knowledge of Indigenous Peoples and local 

knowledge systems…  

 

The determination of when the use of Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge is 

appropriate can only be made with the full and effective participation of 

Indigenous Peoples and can only be done effectively if paragraph 135 is 

fully supported.  

 

Additionally, we wish to remind Parties of their obligations under the UN 



Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, which calls for the 

recognition of our rights as peoples, a necessary prerequisite for the 

continued existence of Indigenous Peoples and Indigenous knowledge. 

We also remind Parties of their commitments at World Conference on 

Indigenous Peoples. Operative Paragraph 36 of the World Conference 

Outcome Document provides as that the full and effective participation of 

Indigenous Peoples is not just a necessity, but also a right.  

The Paris Agreement acknowledges the need to respect human rights, 

including the rights of Indigenous Peoples. The rights of Indigenous 

Peoples include, among others, the right to participate in matters, which 

affect them, and to give, or withhold, their free, prior and informed 

consent.   

The preamble of the Paris Agreement also calls for regional and international 

cooperation to mobilize stronger and more ambitious climate action by all Parties 

and non-Parties stakeholders, including… Indigenous Peoples. 

All of these provisions support the proposals, which we put forward here. As 

Indigenous Peoples, we are committed to being partners with the rest of the 

world in addressing climate change issues and we believe that the spirit, policy 

and requirements of the Paris Agreement and Decision recognize the importance 

of our doing so. The underlying realities of the need to use our knowledge to 

address climate change also support our proposals.    

 

Concretely, we would like to forward the following proposals, which must be 

acted upon before COP23, to ensure that Indigenous Peoples can have an 

effective participation in the facilitative dialogue among Parties for the 2018 Stock 

take: 

PURPOSE 

 

● Facilitate engagement between Indigenous Peoples and the UNFCCC 

negotiation framework and provide avenues for Indigenous Peoples’ 

diverse knowledge, practices, innovations, experiences, and perspectives 

to inform mitigation, and adaptation decisions and actions. Our unique 

contributions as IPs, can harmonize, facilitate, and inform policy at the 

national and international level.  

● The platform will provide a special opportunity to contribute to new 

learning’s, innovations, and knowledge sharing between Indigenous 



Peoples, State parties and other climate change actors within the 

framework of mutual respect and good faith. 

● Facilitate the respect and promotion of Indigenous Peoples’ rights as 

recognized in the Paris Agreement. 

 

PROPOSAL 

 

In order to actualize the Indigenous Peoples platform as called for in paragraph 

135 of the Paris Decision; we propose the following to be operative by COP23:  

 

1. A full program on Indigenous Peoples under the COP that will enhance 

the participation of Indigenous Peoples in the implementation of the Paris 

Agreement.  This would include providing for an IP focal point within the 

UNFCCC secretariat. 

 

2. Establishment of an Indigenous Peoples’ expert advisory group with the 

representation from seven Indigenous peoples regions, Africa, Arctic, 

Asia, Latin America and Caribbean, Pacific, North America and Eastern 

Europe and Russia. Based on Indigenous Peoples self-selection 

processes.  The group will provide advice on the specific implementation 

of Article 7, paragraph 5 and other relevant aspects of the Paris 

Agreement. Indigenous Peoples forwarded such a proposal as early as 

COP14. 

 

3. Convene an in-session workshop on Indigenous Peoples traditional 

knowledge with State parties during COP 23 that will be informed 

by previous national and regional Indigenous Peoples workshops under 

the UNFCCC. 

 

4. Provide the resources to “strengthen knowledge, innovation, practices and 

efforts of Indigenous Peoples related to addressing and responding to 

climate change” through capacity building and the holding of regional and 

international Indigenous expert meetings and providing needed  support.  

  


